BRAC 


SDITORIAaL 
by Hal xason 


Welcone to another edition of BRACEBI7S. A lot has happened 
since last month, so ve will have a lot of ground to cover at 
our necting this Tuesday night (July 21, 1987 at 7:00). So, 
I hope to see all the members of B.R.A.C.8. present at this 
meeting. For those of you who weren't in attendence last 
month, we have implenented a poiats systea (with thanks to 
our friends at the POXEY PRESS for giving us the idea) in 
order to encourage more active participation in the 
activities of 8.2.A.C.8. $0, bring a prospective nember to 
the meeting and earn 2 points (you'll get 3 additional points 
when they offically join B.R.A.C.8.) 


Recent developments in court and at the PCC will have 
devastating effects on computer users. Check out Joe 
fackett's articles about the FCC's plan to impose a charge 
for the use of a modem over telephone lines. If this news 
isn't bad enough, a Pederal court has made a ruling on a suit 
by LOTUS that could have profound effects on all software, 
current and future. The rest of this editorial will be 
devoted to this topic. 


The courts recently ruled that the copyright of a piece of 
software has been violated if another piece of software has 
the same look and feel. The reason for the suit was that the 
producers of LOTUS 123 wanted to curtail the producers of 
other sinilar software. Sc, by this ruling any piece of 
software that has the same look and feel will be guilty of 
copyright infringmeat. The raaifications of this ruling may 
prove to be devastating. After all, vhen does an idea become 
copyrightable? This ruling can reach far beyond clone 
programs, such as VIP PROFESSIONAL for the ST line. {3 it 
fair to punish somebody for allowing an Atari ST do the sane 
thing as a MS-DOS" machine whea the producers have no plans to 
parket a version of their program for the ST? Why should an 
Atari users have to learn totally different comaands to do 
the same thing that they do vith a different, but similar 
progcam at work? Chances are that the code the prograas in 
question are written in are different. — would think that 
you would have illegally copied the program when it is 
obvious that the source codes are virtually identical. With 
this ruling two programs written in different languages could 
be ruled to have the same look and fee}. In this case the 
source code would be entirely different! Ane yet, one 
program would be said to be a copy of the other. 


Of course, one way around this problen is to give your 
program aither a differat look or feel from other siailar 
prograas. Jast do not give them both the sane look and feel. 
It is also iaterestiag to note that your prograa could have 
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an entirely different purpose from anothez pzogzaa, but, if some 
judge rules that it bas the same look aad feel as another . 


totally different program, it still-vielates the copyright of 
that progran!! 
It is the computer user who loses with this ruling, since aany 


good programs may be resoved from the aarket in fear of legal 
action fron the makers of a similar prograa vhich predates their 
prograa. New programs which, while sia ia look and feel, 
actually inprove on the vorkings of anothe: pragraa (i.e. offers 
better and inproved features}, aay never 52 developed because of 
this ruling. Thus this ruling stiffles coapetition and aay 
force computer users to have to buy infez:sr grcducts. Also, as 
I nentioned earlier, Users of computers tha: aze less popalar 
nay not be able to bay or develope for theaselves software which 
a nanufacturer chooses not to produce for cheiz particular brand 
of conputer, leaving then with no software available for their 
computer to do certain chores. I'll bet yaa that the jadge(s) 
involved with this decision are not coapate: zsazs!! 
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DISCUATNER 


BRACEBITS Ls published nonthly by 3.8.4.¢.3. 
Atari Computer Enthusiasts). All contex=s, nless othervise 
noted, are public domain and available ‘fs: deplication. This 
newsletter is created by and for dues paying aeabers of 
B.R.A.C.B. It is also available oa an exctazge basis with aay 
ather Atari users group. Neither B.2.A.c.5. aez BRAC3 BITS Is 
affiliated with the Atari Corp.. Atari and he FUJI symbol are 
registered trademarks of Atarl Corp. any reference to aay 
tradesark should be so noted and is acknowiedged. ‘the articles 
in this newsletter are the opinions of the authors aad do aot 
necessarily reflect that of the officers sz ‘he groap. 
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{Slaegrass Region 


Any dues paying member of 8.2.4.C.2. aay sc5ais an article to 
the editor for publication. The deadlia ssbmissions is the 
first Tuesday of the aonth the aewsletter °s dze oat. Articles 
nay be edited and/oz pudlished at the desczeiisc of the editor. 
Articles may be mailed to al Bason, 223 3. digh St. 1, 
Lexington, XY 40508 ox subaitted via to me at 
606-255-5989. You will need to call ae 
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in order to 
arrange a tine for me to have ay good 31' Stari set ap for auto 
answer. Atarivriter is the preferable det any ASCrc 
fornat vill be acceptable. 
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B.R.A.C.E. neets the 
The site of the meeting each aonth vi 
University of Xentucky Yedical Center. T= pis.ic is 
attend our meetings, but access to <22 litcacy and 
newsletter are limited to dues paying aeacezs 92 3.2.3.¢.3. 


Tuesday of 232 
IL $a rts 


eet tip te 


a 
oe 
° 
- 


PRESIDENTIAL SUITE 
Phillip Taylor 


e..: again. Well BRACE is moving along quite well with it's 
azzivities. So well in fact that I think it is about tine 
fez: another trip to Columbus, Ohio. For those new Brace 
DEB: every once in a while, Brace organizes a trip te 
Celzrics due to the vast amounts of software for Atari § bits 
aveiiasle there. We will discuss when we want to go and who 
Bist= want to go along, along with the arrangnents. We 
geztza:ly leave early in the aorning and get back in the 
niz-evening. Brace pays for the gas, you pay for your food 
{yes ve do stop for food and other things). 
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fkeze is a bit of controversy concerning BRACE's library on 
one of the local bulletin board systems. Someone vho fs not 
a fzzce member is accusing Brace of having pirate software in 
the Library and condoning piracy. Nothing could be further 
frex the trath. Brace does not have pirate softwaze and does 
not condone piracy of software, Also, while I appreciate all 
of the comments that those of you have poste¢ to this person, 
I stick it may be better if, in the future, something like 
this Sappens again, get in touch with an officer and let as 
haréis the situation. This is so Brace can officially speak 
wits ene clear voice on the matter rather than a lot of 
vO Once again I do appreciate all of your positive 
conntsts about Brace and hope that Brace can live up to all — 
yocs expectations. 
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'gué= said on that matter. The programa this month {is going 
te te on setting up and running a ABS. Geoff Bartenhagen and 
Botty Blliott will show as the trials and tribulations of a 
eyst;. As a new sysop myself, I will be looking forvard to 
this ¢rograg, 


As jez will see in the ainutes of the last meeting, Brace is 
gcizs 20 be baying an Analog subscription. The officers have 
decide So postpone the actual mailing in of the subscription 
for . aonth since Antic lovered their disk subscription 
prices ty $20.00 per year. it is the belief of the officers 
that Asalog should follow sait. We will be subcribing so do 
not wirry, we are just trying to save you some money that 
Brece could ase in other ways. 


The point system vill be in effect for this meeting so Lf you 
vac: tc volenteer for something, be thinking about what you 
wart 2< do. Remember Brace will he giving out a great prize 
for tte most points. Bracebits will publish the point totals 
for 21: the members who have points so you can see where you 
are i: relation to the others. You need to have all your 
poizcs in by the December meeting. 


JURE MIRUTES 
By Noraa Williags 


The neeting started off with a loud huaming noise coning from 
the speaker system in our regular neeting room. Dae to the loud 
noise, we moved our meeting to a smaller room around the corner. 


Phil Taylor opened with announcing the new officer positions and 
reguested a librarian report from Pat Dandridge. She had a long 
report this month on new files that vere subsitted within the 
last tvo months. 


Next came the Treasury report. It was announced that we made a 
profit of §95.00 on our last raffle held at our May meeting. 


Old business was discussed this month by Phil Taylor and a vote 
was taken to raffle off an Atari $1520 Monochrome System to help 
finance a future bulletin board system for B.R.A.C.E.. The vote 
was in favor and the raffle vill be held sometine this fall. 


Hal Bason explained to everyone a new point system he thought 
would be beneficial to the group. this would allow aenbers to 
earn points for giving a demonstration, writing articles for 
Brace Bits, bringing in new members and etc. Avote was taken 
and it was in favor of adding the point syster. 


Another vote was taken on purchasing one of the disk 
subscription magazines. & discussion vas opened from the 
_ Bembers on which magazine they thought would be best. Then a 


vote vas taken and Analog vas picked over Antic. 


Phil also aanounced our new Genie connection. I volunteered to 
spend an hour each nonth for B.R.A.C.E. on-line getting new 
files and nevsletters for the club. I will be bringing a list 
this next meeting of what files they have available. Please let 
me know if there's anything on the list you would like to see 
added to the library. 


Qur demonstration this month was on setting up ram disk using 
your 130XE and/or an KIO board. Hal and Phil brought in their 
equipment and explained on how to set up a printer buffer and 
used Atari Writer Plas to print out some tert files. 


the finale of the demonstration was a fader2 slideshow 
presentation with a text file print out that occured while the 
presentation vas going on to show a vay to allow your Atari to 
multi-task vith the x1/0 


The meeting ended with check outs from the library. 


TIME AMOK 
by Joe Tackett 


The june 29th issue of TIME nagazine (page 49) has a story 
called "March of the Modem Mavens". It tells about the FCC's 
(Federal Communacations Commision) plan to start charging a 
person $4 to $5 an hour per local call just for the right to 
transmit and receive data over the modem. The article also 
stated that this policy would increase current usage charges. 
However, I think that it is very likely that this extra 
charge for the use of a modem will cause many users to stop 
using their modems and even to put then up for sale, if 
anybody is willing to buy a modem at this point. The article 
also states that computer quote "buffs" unquote, are making 
an effort to organize a "modem march" on Washington. The FCC 
has made a complete fool of itself because, if the new law is 
passed, it will mean that all the fun of teleconmunications 
will be ruined because you will watch the clock more than you 
watch the screen. 


MARCH OF THE MODEX MAVENS 
paraphrased from TIMB June 29, 1987 


Executives in the information services business are in a 
tizzy about a proposal by the federal Communications 
Commision that would make it much more expensive to send and 
receive electronic data over the phone lines. More than 1.7 
nillion household and business customers with computers 
subscribe to about 3,000 electronic information services, 
which furnish everything from stock price quotes to job 
listings. The information passes froa the phone line to the 
computer through a connective device called a modem These 
services are carried by data networks, which under the Fcc 
plan would have to pay $4 to $5 an hour per user to local 
phone companies for the right to transmit and receive 
material over their lines. The fees vould be passed on to 
customers and could roughly double current usage charges. 
Buecutives say the access fee would be a heave blow to a 
still young industry. Customers are not happy either. Last 


week computer Buffs were already flashing electronic mail to 
one another in the effort to oraganize a "nodem march" 
Washington. 
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_ This is the best new product out. 


ICD X10 
256K $199.95 1 MEG $349.95 
MIO and SpartaDOS 2.3/3.2 are copyright ICD, Inc. 


By Thomas Warren (Used by peraission) 


It's tough owning a computer systen, there's always someone 
bringing out something trying to tempt you to part with your 
hard earned cash. The new Hulti- Input/Output Interface (M10) 
fron ICD is no exception. Just what can you get for $199.95? 
Unless you have been living under a rock for the past few 
months, and haven't read the articles in both Antic and Analog 
Magazines praising the MIO, you'd know that it comes with 256K 
or 1 NEG of internal, refreshed, RAM, a parallel printer port, 
RS-232 port, video port, and a SASI/SCSI hard drive interface. 


What the magazines don't go into detail about is how you can use 
THE MIO. Other than the obvious use of the hard drive 
interface, what good is the internal aemory? The 6502 can't 
access more than 64K, so programs won't take advantage of it. 
And, 1 HBG! Can you imagine loading it everytine you vant to use 
it? I have trouble loading my 256K upgraded randisk on ny 
130XE, But, the MIO isn't like a noraal ramdisk. It's nore 
like a "soft" hard drive. The memory is constantly refreshed 
from the external power supply, so whatever you put into it 
stays there unless you have a power failure. So, you can load 
up the MIO with your terminal software, utilities, word 
processors, spreadsheet, or whatever, and call it up instantly. 
Just think, no scrounging for your word processsor. Why, the 1 
MEG version could do away with diskettes! 


All this sounds utopian, right? Well, there is another side. 
The M10 can't be accessed by any DOS except SpartaDOS 3.2. Oh, 
you can stili use 2.0, 2.5, SmartDos, and TOP DOS 1.5+, as long 
as you keep your 1050 as drive 1. But SpartaDOS 2.3 won't work 
at all. And, if you configure the MIO to boot off itsel£, 
you'll lose access to the others. However, nost programs work 
with SpartaD0$ 3.2, so no problem. 


Now, another practical use. Being a sysop, I was interested in 
the possibility of running the system strictly off an MIO and a 
randisk. It can be done on the 256K version, although the 1 MEG 
would be the better choice. Right now, I have all ay message 
bases, passwords, system help files, and sone of the downloads 
In the 410. Unless a black out occurs, they will stay there. 
Even a systea lockup won't disturb them (I know, I've had 
several). For you sysops, or would be, the best program for the 
MIO is Keith Ledbetter's Express 1030/850 (I run the $50), since 
you can copy system individually. Reaember to do a KEY OFF 
command before running your bbs. 

Now for 80 columns and 
300/1200. 


MIO supplied by: Bookmans 1-602-325-5055 Tucson, AZ 


LIBRARY BITS 
By Patricia &. Danridge 


Greetings! For those of you who were so eager to check out 
the AMS and POKBY Player music files the last time, we have 
finally copied the original disks. They are available for 
your listening pleasure in the BRACE. library on a double 
sided disk. 


Once again, we have Norma Williams to thank for more public 
domain programs, namely Disk Label Maker, Create-A-Font, 
Moviemaker Player with movies, and Music Synthesizer with 
Music Composer tunes (Note: In order to play the tunes in 
this program, type R for Retrieve, then Dl:filename). Keep 
‘em coming, Noraa! 


Thanks to Phil Taylor for his generous donation of a SYNCALC 
disk, which compliments the docs already on file. Now if you 
have need of this program, both docs and disk are available. 


I anticipate that we will have disk available of some of the 
the Analog cassettes soon, if Chris Dotson, and Stan Bundy 
did their good deeds. If anyone else would like to help out 
BRACE by copying the cassettes onto disks please let ae know 
at the meeting. We will provide the blank disks for the job. 


Keep the contributions coming! 


B.R.A.C.B. OFFICERS 


PRESIDENT: PHIL TAYLOR 
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B.R.A.C.E. SURVEY RESULTS 


The results of our survey are in, I quess. The editors had 
wished to get a completed survey from all neabers. We got only 
11 back. This is approximately 37% of the membership. Based on 
the returned questionaires we have determined that the 11 
members vho replied own a combined total of 19 computers!! More 
than 50% of our members own two or nore Atari's (one member ovns 
4). All who responded own 8-bit machines. The most popular 
model is the 130XE with 7 owners, while the good ol' 800 and 
SOOXL are tled with 4 each. About 50% of our aembers own modens 
with the AVETEX 1200, XM-301, and 1030 tied with 3 each. ‘wo 
members own MPP/SUPRA 300 BAUD aodems. Two members own 2 modens. 
As far as monitors are concerned, we have a tie between Color 
Composite monitors and TV's with 5 each. Only one of the fY'S 
is a black and white model. There are two amber monitors and 
one RGB monitor. As far as disk drives are concerned, 13 1050 
disk drives (5 are equiped vith HAPPY, 1 US DOUBLER). There is 
1 810 in operation with HAPPY. ASTRA and CONCORD have 1 each. 
Moving on to interfaces, we have a tie between the Atari 850 and 
the P:R:CONNECTION with 3 each, while there are 2 MPP/SUPRA 
Printer Connections. There is no consensus regarding printers. 
No one printer has more than 2 users (Panasonic, Atari 1020 and 
1025). Epson, Gemini/Star, Okidata, Big Blue, General Electric, 
and the Atari 1027 each have one represenitive. That is about 
it as far as hardware is concerned. 


There is a large variety of software owned, with word processing 
software toping the list. The next aost popular category vould 
be telecommunications software, with games in a vurtual tie. 
The results are too sparse to come to any conclusions, so [ 
won't try to conclude which program is the favorite in each 
category, 


Most of our members main use for their computer is word 
processing. As with the software, games and telecommunicating 
are Close behind. Most of our members use their computers froa 
3-8 hours per week, followed by 1-3. A few members use their 
computers more than 15 hours 
Teport on our survey. I[ 

informative and entertaining. 


This concludes the 
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hope that you found 


CLASSIFIED AD 
ANNOUCING HOMELIEK 
A new Bulletin Board System in Lexington. This Bulletin 
Board system has downloads, current events, sport schedules, 
nessage bases, room for classified ads and real estate 
information. This board will soon be adding ON-LINE games. 


So, if you vant to be a part of the newest BBS in the Central 
Kentucky area, dial: 


(606)-271-5468 


Special section for BRACE members and special downloads for 
nenbers only. 


d4hrs, 7 days a week 
Full Duplex, No parity 
300/1200 baud 


AND 
THE SAME TO 
ME wy 


B.R.A.C.B. POINT SYSTBH 


the following point system was voted in at the last aeeting of 
B.R.A.C.E. A prize will be awarded to the member with the most 
points at the December meeting. A ranning total of your points 
will be published in BRACEBITS each month. Hopefully the 
implementation of this systen will get more members activly 
involved in the activites of our club. 


POINTS WILL BE AWARDED AS FOLLOWS: 


5 POINTS....Contribute an original article or artwort. 

5 POINTS....Demonstrate a product at a meeting. 

5 POINTS....Make a contribution to the library (at least SS 
foll disk). 

3 POINTS....Awarded to a nev member vhen they join B.R.A.C.E. 

3 POINTS....Rew member joins B.R.A.C.Z. due to efforts of 
current ember. 

2 POINTS....Type in an article fron another newsletter. 

2 POINTS....Bring a potential member to a meeting. 


After Hours 300/1200 A? 271-0470 
Proud Mary 300/2400 at 263-3318 
twilight Zone300/1200 AT $$7-1070 
Micro-Change 300/1200 A 269-1417 


Atari Scene 300/1200 A 502-964-2924 
Cin'Tari 300/1200 At 513-367-6842 
T.C.De 300/1200 A 815-968-2229 
Atari Base 300/1200 A 408-745-5308 
Midnight Bxp.300/1200 A 804-379-4176 
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